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ANNOUNCER' The CBS Television Network presents "Is Cuba Going. Red?
MR, TOWNSFND Good afternoon, Ifm Dallas Townsend. Two weeks ago

.,today CBS Newe presented‘n special report entifled IS CUBA GOING RED? Corre~
spondent Stuart Noving reported that Cuba today is becoming o‘totelitarien dic~
tatorship and is rapidly becoming a Communist beachhead ih the Caribbean, The
program attracted wroe attention and much favorable comment, It also drew
criticism from representatives of the Coban Government, woo asked to'be heard -
'oo the subject, CBS News stands behind its‘initial report, Tle maferial was care-
fully researched, reported and checked. CBS News alsoipoints out that, beginning
in the Spring of 1957 when its men visited Fidel Castro in the Sierra Maestra, it
vhasereported what he and other representatives of the 26th of July Movement have
had to say. Dr. Castro has appeared on FACE THE NATION; President Urrutia has
appeared in an interview and has been - . quoted frequently. Several representatives
of the current Cuban administration appeared in CASTRO'S CUBA,va news special aired
on'January 28th of this year, Since the first of this year  the Cuban GoVernment's
viewpoint has been quoted and reported on numerous occasions and on various news
shows., Nevertheless, because of the lively reaction to the program of two weeks ago
and because of the vital importance of this subjéct to all Amerlcans, CBS News has
decided to provide an opportunity for continued discussion of the issues raised in
"Is Cuba Going Red?"

CBS News points out that it is intcrested only in reporting the fects,
that it is not a partisan on the subject of Cuba, or “on aﬁy other subject. It is
objectively reporting the situation in Cuba today as it did ouring orevious Cuban
administrations, ~For today's panel here is our Moderator Howard K. Smith.

MODERATOR SMITH: How do you do., The topic,= 'Is Cuba Going Red" and the -

Cuban delegate to the United Nations:
participants are Mr. Carlos M, Lechuga,/Dr, Manuel Bisbe, Cuban Ambassador to the
United Nations, Dr. Ernesto Dihigo, Cuban Ambassador to the United States, CBS Newg
Correspondent Stuart Novins, Congressman Chorles Porter of Oregon who has taken a

speciai interest in Latin smerican affairs, Mr. Leo Cherne, the Executive Director
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of the Research Institute of America, Ma& we beéiu‘aith Correspondent stuart
Novins, .I‘ | | B |
‘MR, NOVINS: Yes, Boward. It is the policy of CBS News that its reporters

are reporters and not debaters; I want to make it clear that .1 am & reporter
and not a debater, I am here because personal attacks T have been made against

me after the report that was made two weeks ago, I would wish to. say very clearly
that the report that we made ‘two weeks ago ‘was not motivated in any way by any kindv
" of malice, It wasg a friendly warning which was held up both to the Cuban people,
the Cuban government and the American people, 1f thena are any errors in the report
they are variances of detail, if they exist, and do not alter the findinge. I stand
by thoselas does CBS News. There is one thing more,'if I may -~ the charges have
been made in the Cuban press, since our report, that; in effect, I am on the pay

of Mr, Batista, There was another charge that Mr. Batista owned either part of or
all of the Columbia Broadcasting System, I don'tvneed to,comment on the second re-
port, but on the charge that I am on the pay of Batista . ¢ would point out that I
was among the first to report the Batista administration as the kind of reprehensible
_dictatorship which 1t was and I think I will stand on.that record, Gentlemen, to
you, who represent Cuba, I can understand why the Cubans disagree publicly witk what
I said two weeks ago but I ask only that you accept that what I said or may say

in this coming half hour is motivated by friendship for Cuba and . Cuba '8 people,
Congressman Porter, I think we should say for the record that although you are a

congressman you are here, I believe, as a private individual .That 1is my under-

standing,

MODERATOR SMITH: Can we hear from Mr, Carlos M, Lechuga, Cuban delegate
to the United Nations,

MR, LECHUGA: I will read a brief statement answering in a general way
what Mr, Novins said two weeks ago, I want to say to the American public only
ninety miles away from the Florida coast, the island Republic of Cuba is rapidly

becoming one of the most solid democracies of the hemisphera, Its people have at
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atllast regained‘theljoy of Iivingf tney have.placed theirtfnitniand their trust
infthe coniiction thnt Cuba's present government wiii gtveltne;nation a permanent
system of social justice and respect for human rightn; |
The -struggle of the Cuban rebels has been rewnrdcd by tne 1mmense popular
bncking of the present government, It is not true what Mr, Stuart Noving said in
" his. program, that the Cubans cannot expresa‘in public any- opposition. ' The proofs aro
on the contrary. It is not true that 475 lnrge husinesses have been interviewed
by the government on economic or political grounﬁs. All of tnese enternrises were
affected by a decree of the Ministry for the Recovery of Stolen Government Property,r
which was one of the measures most hoped for by the Cuban people since 1t enables
the Republic to recover pnrt of the millions of dollars stolen by Batista and his
partners. It is not true that the Government has Just decreed a 30 per cent’ wage
increase for editorial employees; and becausej:hnt many papers will have to close
down, In order to'insure the existence of a fieo press, tne-new Cuban governmentv"v
has etoppod subsidizing newspapers and nre stndying how to solve the economic
situation of some of the publications, but no decrsion _has been taken yet,
The Cuban press now enjoys absolute edrtoriallfreedom. The fact that
' any figure of the government respOnds to some criticisms does not mean that free !
press is being curtailed, On the contrary, it 1s another instance of the free play
of opinions, Just as it cxists 1n the United Stntns. When President Roosevelt or
President Truman, for oxample, referred to a certnin_American columnist in rather . ﬁ
harsh terms,.no'one herc thought of this as censorship;
| There has been talk about tne attack againstlsome'American.newa agenciee f
~and publications, Obviously Cubans cannot. remain stient in,tne face of unfair
criticisms,_or‘when these agencies and publicationsddistortrthe focts for the sake
of sensationalism and try to undermine the prestige'of the Government,
| It is ridiculous, as Mr, Novine did, to quote a tnree line item from
the Soviet newspaperllzvestia which mentioned the campaign thnt certnin sogments
of the American.press hnd 1annched againgt Cnba and nse_it as~n:proof of Soviet

' support. Wrat has Cuba to do with it all? InVestia has éometines published
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statements‘mnde by Presideqt,Eisehhowef aﬁd no one‘has ever'drawn the conclusion‘
that he is a Communist, |

In the CBS program two &eeks‘agb, it was said ird: the Haedné‘United
Press office had ‘received several telephone calls threatening to bomb their 1oca1
office. We do not know how many calls were made, or if, in fact the rumor quoted
by Mr. Novins_is true. - RHowever, both Mr.INovins and wo are sure that no bomb was -
‘ever- placed at the UP office. Anoeher.point rﬁised'by MQ,.Noeins came as o sure
prise to us. .He said that the.Cubaq Governmaent hed the right tp cancel paper import
licenses. The truth is that the regulation operating in Cuba,'more or less, is the
same one - existing in the United States as regards-Canediah paper. Sy And,_we'
could say of the U. S, Government, what Mr. No;ins say of ours.‘
Western diplomatic sources, to use the seme pattern ef Mr, Novins, told
us that when he, in May 3rd, asserted that the neWSpaperman Juan Luis Martin was
under arrest on. April 16th, he was released ten duys before Mr. Novin s program,
and is free 1n'his.home in Havana., He was impriéoned'not because he is an anti-
communist, but for'different reasqns} .Not ohe‘of tﬁe heti-communist Cuban newse-
ﬁapermen are in jail and never were. All of them, inciﬁding me, are writing
daily a;tacking them, as always. |
" The new Cuba is a working democracy. And,'thet,.indeéd, is the only truth,
MODFRATOR ‘SMITH: fhat was an opening statement of tke Cuban point of
view,. Gentlemen may I ask you in your further opening statements to try to keep
fhem short becguse a half hour is a very short time, Dr. Bisbe.'
DR, BISBE: I cannct justify the report made by Mr. Stuart Novins x
"Is Cuba Goihg Red?" after Dr, Castro's trip to the United fstgtes. In fact, our
- Prime Iinister e#plained veryvcleerly the demoératicepoéifidﬁ‘of our‘éoeerﬁment,
and dispelled several false statements and rumors abeut'the‘influence of
communism in the present Cuban movement, Of eourse, there afelcommuﬁists in Cuea,
butvthere are also Communigts in this countr&;-nevertheless.becauee of this Mr}

Novins will not call Red the Government of tle United States. 'Mr. Novins cannotv

prove what he says. For instance, he interviewed Mr. David Salvador, Chief of the '
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Cuban Labor Mov‘ement‘and asked him 1f he was new":‘a,, commun:l.st_ﬁ-r elr;ce nobody has
donied that he was a comﬁunlst-when he was youog:- and Mr.:Salvador answeied:
"I am not a communist now." This would suffice for anybody, but not for Mr. Novins,
In spite of this, Mr, Novins affirms, without’ any proof that Mr. Salvador is a
communist, Tlat is false, absolutely falge., I can assure and prove that when the
“April, 195C strike was being organized, Mr. Solvador , who for somec years had

been a member of the 26th of July Movement rejected tbe pnrtlcipation of the com=
munist leaders in this strike, and I can add. that at prescent Mr. Salvador is
successfully struggling against the communistsin ‘the reorganization of the C,T.C,

Cuban Confederation of Labor, This is the truth and the whole truth about Mr,
Salvador, |

Vhy does Mr. Novins make these nssertioos without pfoof ond try to mise~
lead American public opinion?. Certainly, in Cubo the Revolutionary Government
d oes not persccute the commdnists, but this, we mnintain, is the fight'position,
because 1f'they are perscecuted then you make'martyfe ouf of theﬁ; o |

MODERATOR SMITH: Well, Dr, Bisbe, I want to return =--

DR, BISBE: wait a minute.o- a little time. Wo think‘that'the best
way to fight communism is toisolve the economie needé og‘the peoole.

1 conclude.v We must reaffifm democracy ondebuildfup oemocracy. To be
.anti-Red'only is not the best way to guarantee‘democraoy 1n §hls crucial moment
that we are living. | |

MODERATOR SMITH, Dr. Dihigo? | .

DR, DIHIGO: Thunk you, I only want to say that 1 fhiog that Mr,

Novins' report was not quite fair on account of some of the facfs that he said
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were not presented in their true light. I am going to reféritdiphly two or three
exqmples.‘ For exumpiel whén he intorviewed Dévid Sq;vadbr ﬁé_takes a film ﬁnd he
agsks David Salyador 1f he controls the different uﬁi§na'-~ ”télépﬁ?ne, sugar,
baqkers, laoboratories, aifllihes, radio; televis;on f-avwhat‘ﬁoes‘the American
.pub}ic see? ‘Mr; Salvador, in tho film, nodaing &es,.dnd whﬁt was the truyh? Mr,
Salvador answers in Spanish that the unipn 1s>vorgnnized,.fpﬁt.tpe other union
is Qrgénized too but the impression that the Américu; pﬁblicugdt was tpat Mr.
Salvador was saying yes, that he, who wés presented as d‘commuuist,'a feﬁ'words
later, had the control of -all the u#ion workerg in Cuba. :A'second éaSe'is‘this}
Mr. Novins refers to Lawyer DaCosta, DaCosta wés‘tne‘anyér fpf the a§iators
that werc tricd in Santiango do Cuba and Mr. Novins says j:i».é following =~ but
.he has since resiguéd from the Arny dnd has not'beoﬂ gsoon psb}icly siﬁce. The ine
P lication is that Lawyer DaCosta has beed put,unaer_arrest or‘killod or:he has
been taken away and killed, 1 know, pefsonallyt Mr.,DaCoska.: Ho is thevSrothef-
in-law of a very,closé fricend of m;no 5nd 1 gan.aSQure Mf. Novins that it is true
that Mr, DaCoata‘resigncd from the Army but ho iéuondoying‘very good.héalth and
‘being free in Cuba, Any time that Mr, Novins COmés'back to Cnbp I will be very
‘pleascd to introduée him to Lawyer DaCosth. “ S . o

MR, NOV&NS: I am dclightod.to hegr it,

DR, DIHIGO: In the third place and I ani éoing to;fixiish - Mr.-' Novins
talks about communist-led unions and clections ;hat had seen held in the unionsl
haQe resulted in a terrible defeat of the coﬁmuﬂists. “The éommunists have lost
almost all the eléctions in th§ unioné, so where is ‘the communist inflﬁenceﬁ in B
Cuba? I think naturally that ﬂr. Novins ipcdrréd these;miétakeS'on account that
he tqok hié informution frqm vdry unreliable sourc;s and Iﬁcnn assure Mr, Nbvins

and I am going to finish now -~ that 11 thought that the Cuban government was . -
. communist bc gure I would not be the Ambassador in Washington,

MR., NOVINS: : Mr.vAmbasaador, for the sake of tie récord,‘l did not

say that tho Cuban Government was communisgt anywhkere in thdtffeport.
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MODERATOR SMITH: Can we now call on Congressmantéﬁerles Po;ter of
Oregon? | | N

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: 1'd like to approach the mein eueetioﬁ: "Is .

Cuba Going Red?" And, of course, Mr. Novinc answered that question by sgying,
yes, He saild it is repidly becoeing a communist beachhead andwit's a totalitarian
dietatorship now -~ you did say that? -~ where &ou cee't stick up your head and
.argue or you get ealled a couhterrevolutionary end the penelty,fof'countefrevolution
is death., Let's examine that,

First of all, all of us here are against dictatorehip; all‘of ue_are
against communism, We are for demociacy. We went to see Cuba eecome a democracy,

- We are not disagreed on that.

What we are disagreed on: 1Is it a totalitarian dictatorehip now?

I don't think it is, There i8 a difference between communist in filtra-
tion, which we have in this country and in every free country in the world, and
communist domination, Let me 1ist six reasons why[l dop't think Cuba is going Red,

In the Iifst place, Castro and hie tep leadefs ~= and epme of‘fhem ere'
here -~ are not communists. They speak out against commuhism, communist dictators, -

Thirdly, Cubans can criticize without repfieal.w

1 refeiied Mr. Novins' report to the Inter-Ameriean Press Associatipp
and John O'Rourke of the WASHINGTON DAILY NEWS referred to Juleé Dubois, who is
the head of their committee on freedom of the press. Jules Dubois made a very
detailed report on the Novins' broadcast, found'many errors_in it; many errora
which I can;t go into here today. |

| MR, NOVINS: Why not?
CONGRESSMAN PORTER: We don't heve the---
'MR. NOVINS: 1If you are going to make charges, let's specify.
CONGRESSMAN PORTER: But he ends up, there is freedom of ‘the press today
.

in Cuba,

Now, an election will be announced soon in Cuba, which is an?important
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thiné.
MR, NOVINS: When, Congreasman?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: . It will be‘announced.

MR, NOVINS: When?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Five, communists lost 6vefWhe1miqgiy in the
recent labor elections.

So, we do ha?e 1n£11trationa yes, We hpve infiltration‘everywhere
and Cuba has many problems, . But Cuba ia not a dictatorship today.

.Mr. Novins told me before the broadcast, as I suspected, he doesn't
speak Spanish very well, He spent two months down there, half of those two months‘
on vgcation ~; vacation, mind you, in a country thatlia rapidly becoming a
communist beachhead and where a totalitarian dictatorship-~~

MR, NOVINS: Mr. Smith, I can't allow that to go om.

What is your source of information?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: My source is Jules Dubois, wh§ is the Cyban .
correspondent for the CHICAGO TRIBUNE. | |

MR, NOVINS: Did Mr, Dubois folbw me for this month that I was allegedly
on vacation? | .

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: I am reading from his letter: _"He spent half his
time in what he described as a dictatorship'on vacation,‘according to what he
told me when I saw him briefiy in Havana." | | |

MR, NOVINS: Obviously, you doq't think I am going‘to tell my compéti-
tion whatvI am doing on a story, Congfessman.‘ Let;s bo redsbyable. |

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: I would think you would have' asked Mr; Dubois
about freedom of the press in Cuba, | | |

MR, NOVINS: Are you suggesting thgt the way fo cover a story is tov
havé a reporter talk to other reporters?

| . CONGRESSMAN PORTER: I ém suggesting that Jules Dubois is the best

authority on freedom of the press in Latin America in thc whole country. He has
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~written this book on Fidel Castro. He has had-mﬁﬂy hedalé ifpm peoble.~ He knowsl
what's going on down there. And how can you tell about the.éuban ﬁreés when
you can't even read Spanish very well?
| MODERATOR SMITH: Gentlemen, wc are coéing Sack fo th1s'bo1ntjin a
momont, But first, I wogld like fo ask Mr, Leo Chérne to égy something bétore Mr,
Novins has a good slug of timé to.énswer some of theée state&éqﬁs;
| MR, CHERNE: What I would like to say flows dircctly from one of the
most epcouraging statcmenté of all madc by Dr.fridcl Caétrq;whén hé addressed
the Overseas Press Club in New York during his visit tb‘th1§KCOuntry. He said,
the best. fricnds of democracy are those.Who never aﬁppbrt tyfaﬁhy;  i accept thaf;
I am surc we all do, and preciscly becausc we accépf it wo-ére, of cQurée, all
very sensitive thorefore to whether or not‘those who do auppért tyiqnny -= and
communism is tyranﬁ& -~ whether they find themsclves in any of the‘key, important
spots in a community.
Thero 18 no qucstion at all that you gentlemen, yoprcscntiﬁg the
Cuban Government, arc the best rcprcaohtation of a QOmocrafic futu¥o;szhere is
no question at all in my judgment that virtuaily all.df the‘qabinép ﬁombérs of
the government are cqually that rcpresontation.“ |
But I'd like to quote Congrossman ?ofter, in facf; ”bnfMaylz, Con-
gressman Porter, on the floor of the Congrqss,_describod'as,démocfafic and able
public servants, Finance Minister Lopez—Fresquef, Ambassndqr Dihigb,jforéign :
Minister Agramonte. They are the hope of Cuba today, he said.v:
Then he continued, the opposing faction, however, inclﬁde Army Chief
Raul Castro, La Cabana Fortress Commandant '"Che" Guevara, Labor Chief David
Salvador, "Revoldqion" Editor Carlos Franqui. | |
"Their policies' -- these are Congresémén Porter's words -- "their
policies, whatever fheir intention, are aiding the communists in an attempt to
take over the revolutioi\."

The concern which I have and sharc with many in America, and certainly

\
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the members of the press, is.in this effort to také over a government ﬁhich 80
richly deserves a democrgtic, peaceful future determiﬁéd By_its,own people, -

MODERATOR SMITH: Can we have Stuart. Novins now to answer some of the
Etétements,that have been made? |

MR, NOVINS: There have been a lot of statementé made.

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Are you going to.answer them in Spanish?

MR, NOVINS: Let's talk gbout that for Just nbout thirty seconds.
Thatts Just about as ridiculous -~ if you forgive ‘the phrase - ag any kind of

!

quibbling I have heard. ‘

For one thing, I think, to foliow yoﬁr_guggést;oﬁ‘to the logical con-
clusion, we should withdréw all reporters Iromlphe Middle.ﬁﬁgt who don't sﬁeak
Arabic or Hebrew, We should withdraw every correspondent whoever gées to any
country. | | -

The fact 18‘—~ I will freely admit';t -- it was mﬁch harder td;do it
my way, but I got it done, |

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: And you read all‘the paperé,31 suppose?

MR NQVINS: Well, now, wﬁat do you'Want to.do? List the papers ana |
have me go'down the linéf

MR, LECHUGA: May I===

CONGRESSMAN PORTER:. Take your--- .

" MR, LECHUGA: ---because Mr. Novins said ;p.ﬁia;repoft, that you
spoke with hundreds of persons in Cuba~--~ : |
| MR, NOVINS: I did, indeed,

MR, LECHUGA: In English or Spanish?

MR, NOVINS; I spoke in Engli;h with'those who‘could speak ﬁnglish and
through interpreters with those who did not speak English.

. MR, LECHUJA. w1th hundreds of people in Cuba?
MR, NOVINS: Absolutely..

MODERATOR SMITH: Can we let Mr, Novins have thé'floor for a moment?
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MR, NOVINS: Yes, I nare a letter. which.rs'writfen by‘Congreasman
Porter to the Columbia Broadcasting Systcm, News and Public Affairs Department,
under the letterhead of the Congress of the United States, although I assume
this is a private letter, and in it he accuses me of putting out"a highly mis-
leading report " Those were your words, Congreesman?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Yes,

Mn. NOVINS&I He also said: '"Half-trnths were submitted by Norins,"
and you also referred to the observations that we made as "extreme and nonractual
statements,"

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Do you want some examples?' -

MR, NOVINS: Just a minute, Congressman; Let's turn to the Congressional.~
Record, ‘On May 5 this was said by a Congreasman on the floor, speaking about
onr[broadcast:: "It is an honest, conscientious report Then the Congressman
goes on to say: "Novins' report, on the whole, intelligent iactual and sincere,
is, I hope, going to help in the process of cleaning up the situation.

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: I think both---

MR, NOVINS: Just a moment, just a moment, Who' said that? Who was
the Congressman? Congressman Porter, ) | |

.CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Right,

MR, NOVINS: You sald it?

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Right,

IMR. NOVINS: Will you please explain how 1t‘rs‘that:1 can be»fnctuali
one day and false a week later on the basis ofefhe same‘stnfenents?f

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Yes, because(by.that:time :'th ; report from
Jules Dubors, some four.pages, single space, | | |

| MR, NOVINS: I don't attempt to debate him, ‘ne‘;sjggt'here.i

'CONGRESSMAN PORTER; No. But I hao his‘ntorﬁ abougﬁthe‘fhings you

hare sald there., 1 had 1etters from otner people about it; coo;f But Jules'Dubois,

who 18 the authority in this field and who receivedemeny awards——-

Declassmed in Part Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/11 CIA- RDP88 01365R000100120001-8



| WA,

" Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2'013/06/11 : CIA-RDP88-01365R000100120001-8

12
MR, NOVINS: Mbdesty forbids me to Bhggest that thgre may be other
authorities than Mr, Dubois., I would‘hesitéte to accept anyfhing“that aﬁy gingle
source gave me; né matter how meritorious it might be.
CONGRESSMAN PORTER: - He is the representative of the Inter-American

Press Association,

MR. CHERNE: I don't carry the résponaibility of sustaining, defending
what it is that Stuart Novins did or what, in fact, CBS evei does, I do know,
in the spirit in which this progfnm has been arranged,‘that thére is no one at
tabie who has not been concerned about the possibility that the présent peﬁetra—

_ tion of certain areas of Cuban life by members of the Communist Party may not, in
fact, jeopardize a democracy we all seek. I do know, Mr, Congressman—e- '

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: Let's be specific;

MR, CHERNE: -=-=-that you have been concerngd——-

CONGREQSMAN FORTER: I have been,

MR, CHERNE: =-~~that you were deeply concorned when former President
Jose Figueres visited, with deep friendship, a sister democracy in Cuba and
_wheﬁ he made'his first speech to the Cuban people, to haye‘the'microphone.pulled
from his hand by David Salvedor and act not only ungracious but containing a
good deal more, I do know your concern, Mr, Coﬁgressman, so that it isn't
really either useful or reasonable for us to Jockéy éurselées into a ﬁosition
that this 18 & problem thqt doesn't exigt or is not of signii;cant magnitude{

CCNGRESSMAN'PORTER: Nobody‘says it isn't,

MR, NOVINS: This is a problem which is cabable of éolution,.and we
mention that in the report., We pguggested in the roeport tﬁat fhe situation could
be changed by Dr, Castro if he called a constitutionally guaranteed free election,

No&, the record will show that on several occasions, first he.said,
we wiil do it ;n a year; then he said, we will do it in 18 months to two year &,
Then heo said, we will do it in four years.

CONGRESSMAN PORTER: We are agrecde—=
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MR, NOVINS' Then he said, we won't do it until all poverty is wiped.
out, until cveryone has a hospital bed, - ' '

Certainly, we are in favor of poverty being wiped out.and we are in
favor of hospital beds, But where is the election, which will not drive the

_communist: gentlemen into prison, a8 has been Buggested but will bring them out
1n the open where you can count them. x | '

MODERATOR SMITH° This is a specific and soriouo poinﬁ. -Can some of
our Cuban guests answer~this? : |

MR, LECHUGA: I don't get the question;b bloaselfepeat';t.

MR, CHERNE: The question 15: when wjiil'the election'be held?

We have been conceorned becauoe, initially, Dr, éastro ihdicated_that
the election woulo be held within 18 months afté} the revoution; then, subse-
quently; he said, two years. | |

AMR; LECHUGA: Yes,

MR, CHERNE: When oe'was in this coontry, he said withinlfour.iears;
There has becn an additional statement of Dr, Castro‘in which he_iodioated
there could not be an election until illiteraoy, povorty and.thofofher terrible
social evils of Cuba are eliminated, |

DR, BISBE: As soon as possible we will have‘eleooiooo,“

DR, DIHIGO: The last statement mado by Di.ngotrovin“theuStates
was that four years was the maximum term, buf'fhat eieétions‘wouio be held as
-soon as possible, and we are waiting for a new stafement from”Dr,hCaBtfo saying:
whon the elections will take place. |

| MR, CHERNE: Dr. Dihigo, wiil you not concede, especially on the basis
of the evidonce of two othef Caribbean nations,‘Venezuela'and Costa Rica, fof
example, that an election four years after revolution is not exactly the best
basis upon which to build a democratic future? You would' regard that as rather
excessive, would you not, Dr, Dihigo? |

DR, DIHIGO: I am sure we will have elo¢tions much before four years,
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MR, CHERNE: Much Before.
The sooner, gentlemen, the better. In fact, 1£ there were an announce-
ﬁent within the nexf few days that elections wfil faké place ﬁithin 12 to 18
mdnths, I do beliévé a great deal.w#ll ulreédy_have been accomp¥1shed, ﬁoctor,
to guaraptee Cuba its democratic.future. |
| WR. LECHUGA: The date of the election hos nothing to do with the
accusations of Mr, Novins., That does nét mean that Cubﬁ.ié'going Red becguse
the government doesn't sct a date for the éieétibn(
MR, CHERNE: 'But the reverse ;é tfueﬁ'if;élé§ii§ns are to be déférréd
- for 'a period of up to four years ~- just a momenfg'l aﬁ_taking Dr, Cdstfo's |
statement -~ gand if, a8 we do recognize, there are members of the Cammunist
?hrty in active aﬁd significant rglés in nréa; of Cuban 11fé;-- |
| . MR, LECHUGA; No, no, |
< MR, CHERNE: -—-then13 1s réasonﬁble‘fo.conclude thﬁt the two of them
do not bode well for a democratic future, ' -
MR, LECHUGA: They ha&o been defeatéd only recoﬁtiy in union eiections.
th;t have been held.
MR, CHERNE: That is why they fear elé;tipné; bégause they hé&e been
" defested. " | |
MODERATOR SMITH: I'm sorry, Ouf halllf-houx", hes passed very quickly,
indeed, I'm afraid, I have té thank you now for - an‘ :Lntereafimg, ‘animated and,
I hope, & usaful discussion, | |
A hard and fast judgment on Cuba's futire will have to wait until that
futﬁre becomes a little méfe present, In the meéntime, inhope'our Cubgn friehds
will acknowledge'that'old Latih-Ameficap compluinf against ﬁs is now out 61 date,
The complaint is that we are indiffe;ent to our neighbors, In fact; we a;e
vital;y and 1nt1mqtely intcrested in them, as we hope they.d;;:1n us,

Good evening.
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